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THE 


PREFACE. 


Wo TI has been the Misfortune of this Paper, among all the other 
Rubs it has had in its Way, that the Volumes have beea a 
[| little roo much depending upon one another. 

Such ha. been the Courſe of the Subje&, the Lengrh of the 
CircumRance then on Foot, or the Abſence of the Author, that the 
Story and the Book have not brought their Periods ro jump exaCt- 
ly. Thus it was in the latt Volume, which broke off in the middle 
of the great Undertaking, which the Author,at the urmoſt Hazard, 
went thorough,in preſſing this Nation to Peace,and warning them 
againlt a Sort of People, then known by the Names of Tackers and 
Tories. | 

And thus it 1s now, when purſuing the ſame general Good of 
his Native-Country, the Author has embark?d in the great Afﬀair 
of the Union of Britain, 

I muſt confeſs, T have ſometimes thought it very hard, that hav- 
ing voluntarily, without the leaſt Dire&tion, Aſſiſtance or Encou- 
ragement, in ſpight of all that has been ſuggeſted, taken upon me 
the moſt neceſſary Work of removing National Prejudices againſt 
the two moſt Capital Bleſſings of the World, Peace and Vnton, I 
ſhould have the Diſaſter, to have the Nations receive the DoQrine, 
and damn the Teacher. 

That even thoſe, that have own'd the Truth of what has been 
faid, and even the Seaſonableneſs of ſaying it, have nevertheleſs. 
flown in the Face of the Inſtrument; endeavouring to break the 
poor earthen Veſſel, by which the rich Treaſure, Pa. The Know- 
ledge of their own Happineſs bas been convey'd. 

Tadeed, I cannot but complain; and ſhould I deſcend to Parti- 
culars, if would hardly appear credible, that in a Chriſtian, a: 

{ / Protettant, and a Reform'd Nation, any Man could receive ſuch- 
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Treatment, asIhavedone; from even thoſe very _ whoſe 
Conſciences and Judgments have ſtoop'd to the venerable Truth, 
own'd it has been uſeful, ſerviceable and ſeaſanable. 

Tt would make this Preface a Hiſtory, to relate the Reproaches, 
the Inſults, the Contempt, with which theſe Papers have been 
treated, in Diſcourſe, Writing, and Print, even by thoſe, that 
ſay, they areembark*d in the ſame Cauſe, and pretend to write for 
the ſame publick Good. 

The Charge made againſt me of Partiallity, of Bribery, of Pen- 
fons and Payments; a thing, the Circumſtances, Family, and 
Fortunes of a Man devoted to his Country's Peace, cleares me of. 

If paid, Gentlemen, for Writing, if hird, if employ'd ; why 
{ti1] harraſs'd with mercileſs and malicious Men; why purſu'd to all 
Extrerhities by Law for old Accounts, which you clear ether Men 
of every Day ; why oppreſs'd, diſtreſs'd, and driven from his Fa- 
mily, and from all his ProſpeCts of delivering them or himſelf ? 

Is this the Fate of Men employ*d and hir'd ? Is this the Figure 
the Agents of Courts and Princes make? Certainly, had I been 
hird or employ*d, thoſe People, that own the Service, wouid by 
this Time have ſet their Servant free from the little and implacable 
Malice of litigious Proſecutions, murthering Warrants, and Men 
whoſe Mouths are to be ſtop*d by Trifles. 

Let this ſuſie then to clear me of all the little and ſcandalous 
Charge, of being hir'd and employ*d. 

I come yext to examine, what Teſtimonies I have of this Work, 
being my proper Employ ; for ſome of our good Friends, whoſe 
Ceniure runs before their Charity, attack me with this. Ay, 
'rts true, theſe things are ſo; but what has he to do to meddle with it ? 
Pat hs he to do to examine the Condutt of Parliament Men, or exhort 
the Peeple to this or that ? 

Wie Gentlzmen 1a Troth, pray go on with it : Str*s, ay, "tis 
tine, he aid ha"pen to ſee a Houſe juſt on Fire ; but what had he to do 
to meke a Noife, wake all the Neighbourhood, fright their Chiliren, and 
lth: a bufte Fellow cry Fire in the Night ; it was none of his Neigbour- 
hood, he had ne're a Houſe there, what Buſineſs had he to meadle? Or 
pur itan ther Way. Ay, indeed he aid happen to ſee a Parcel of Reg wes 
breaking up a4 Gentleman's Houſe in the Night ; but what Buſineſs bad 

he 10 yo anudraiſe the Country upen them, cry Therves and murther, ana 
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I know wot what, and fo bring a Parcel of poor Fellows to the Gallows ? 
What Buſineſs had he with it, it was none of his Houſe? 

Truly,Gentlemen, this is juſt the Caſe ; Iſaw a Parcel of People 
caballing together to ruin Property, corrupt the Laws, invade the 
Government, debauch the People, and in ſhort, enſlave and em- 
broil the Nation; and I cry'd Fire, or rather, I cry'd Water, for the 
Fire was begun already; I fezail the Nation running into Confu- 
ſions, and direCtly flying in the Face of one another, and cry'd out 
Peace. I call'd upon all Sorts of People, that had any Senſes to 
colle& them together, and judge for themſelves, what they were 
going to do, and excited them to lay hold of the mad Men, and 
take from them the wicked Weapon; the Knife, with which they 
were going to deſtroy their Mother, rip up the Bowels of their 
Country, and at laſt effeQually ruin themſelves ? 

And what had I to do with this? Why, yes, Gentlemen, 1 had 
the ſame Right as every Man that hasa footing in his Country, or 
that has a Poſterity to poſſeſs Liberty and claim Right, muſt have, 
Viz. As far as poſſible to preſerve the Laws, Liberty, and Govern- 
meat of rhat Country to which he belongs ; and he thar charges 
me with meddling in what does not concern me, meddles himſelf, 
with what, 'tis plain, he does not underſtand. 

Well, thro? all the Male-Trcatment of both Friends and Ene- 
mies, I have hitherto uadiſcoarag'd by the worſt Circumſtances, 
unrewarded and unſupported, purſued the firſt Deſign of preſſing 
all People, that have any Regard to the Intereſt of Religt- 
on, the Honour of their Country, and the Good of Poſterity, 
to come to a Temper about Party-Strife, to ſhorten their Diſputes, 
eacourage Calmnels, and revive the old Chriſtian Principle of 
Love to one another. 

I ſhall not boat here of my Succeſs; Ler the Rage and implaca- 
ble Hatred again(t me, conceiv'd by the Enemies of this healing 
Principle; Let the Coateffions of thoſe, who reap the Benetit, and 
OWn the Service, tho? they abandon and deſpiſe the Inſtrument : 
Let theſe be my Wirneſles, and :heſe ſhall re{tife tor me, that I 
have not been an unprofitable Servant to any Body bur my felt ; 
and of that T am entirely regardleſs in this Caſe. 

| From the ſame Zeal, with which I firlt purſued this 5teff2d Sub- 
ject of Peac?, I found my ſelf embark'd in the farther Extent of it, 
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{ I mean THE UNION : If I thought my ſelf oblig'd, in Duty to 
the pubſick Intereſt, ro uſe my utmoſt Endeavour to quiet the 
| Minds of enrag'd Parties ; I found my ſelf under a ſtronger Ne- 
| cefſity ro embark in the lame Deſign, between too much enrag*d 
i Nations. | 
As to the Principle, from which I have aQed, I ſhall ſhall leave 
to the Iſſues of Time to determine, whether it has been ſincere, 
orno. Hypocrites only make uſe of Masks and falſe Lights to con- 
ceal preſent referv'd Deſigns; Truth and Sincerity only dare ap- 
peal to 'I ime and Conſequences, 
I covet no better Teſtimony of the well laid Detizn of theſe 
þ Sheets, than that Evidence, Time, and farther Light into Truth 
ſhall diſcover. 
| Iſaw, the Union of the two Kingdoms begun ; T faw the Prin- 
| ciple, on which both ſides ſeem*d toaQt, look with a different Face, 
from what was ever made uſe of before; all the former Treaties 
look'd like politick Shams, meer Amuſements and Frauds, to draw 
in and deceive the People, while Commiſſioners met little qua- 
| lify*d, and leſs enclin'd to the general Good of the whole. 
| | | But now I thought, I tforeſaw the Succeſs of the Treaty in the 
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Temper, Sincerity, and Inclinations of the Treaters on both ſides ; 
they came together furniſh'd for the Work, convinc'd fully of the 
Advantages on both fides of it, and bleſs'd with (incere Intentions 

to bring 1t to paſs. 
rt WhenI ſaw this, I thought it my Duty to do my Part without 
1 Doors; and I know no Part, I could at in my Sphere, fo na- 
tural, ſo uſeful, and ſo proper to the Work, as toattempt to re. 
| move the National Prejudices, which both People, by the Caſual- 
; ty of Time, and the Erro:s, Induſtry and Malice of Parties, had 
| too eagerly taken up, and were too tenacious of, one againſt an- 
other. To this Purpoſe, T wrote two Eſlays againſt National Pre- 
judices in England, while the Treaty was in Afitation there, and 
tour more 10 Scotland, while it was debating 1a Seotlaxe by the Par- 
| liament there ; the Cooptcents of all which are reapeated in this 

Paner. 

Nor did IT think my Tire or Labour il-beſtow'd to takea Jong, 
a tedious and hazardons Journey thither, or to cxpoie my ſelf to a 
| thouſand Infults, Scots, Rabb:ici and Timults ; tro all Manner of 
| deſpightful 
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deſpightful and injurious Treatment, if poſſible, to bring the Peo- 
ple there to their Senſes, and free them from the unreaſonable Pre- 
judices, they had entertair'd againſt the Proſperity of their Coun- 
ery. 

"And having ſeen the Treaty happily ratified there with ſome few 
Amendments, which I hope, are not conſiderable ; I rhought this 
a proper Period to cloſe this Volume, which had already run be- 
yond its uſual Bounds, and the next Volume will begin at the Par- 
liament of Exgland entring upon the Treaty, where I hope, it ſhall 
meet with better Treatment, than it has met with in Sco:/and, and 
a better Reception with the People. 

If it ſhall be my Lot to live to ſee this Treaty fniſh'd, I think 
to venture one Eſſay, at the general and reciprocal Duties of the 
two Nations one to another ; in which I ſhall endeavour to move 
England to engage Scotland, with all the Afts of Kindneſs, and all 
the Advantages which can be deſfir'd in Reaſon, in order to plant 
and cultivate the new Relation of the two Kingdoms; and on the 
other hand, to move Scorlend toentertain no Jealouſies, nor be 
anxious about any thing without great Reaſon and good Ground, 
as the only Way to bring about the general Peace of both King - 
doms, and ſettle the doubtful Minds of the People on both (ſides. 

This T hope, I ſhall purſue withan Equallity of Arguments on 
both ſides, without Partiallity or AﬀeRion to one more than * ano- 
ther; and i» that ſhew, that the Original of my concerning my ſelf 
in this Matter, was meerly to be ſerviceable, if poſſible, to both 
Kingdoms, and to the united Body in general. 

I doubt not however, but I ſhall give Offence in this too; for 
there is a People in the World, who are not to be pleas'd with any 
thing; but I ſhall content my ſelf, in purſuing what is the true 
End of the Union, the Flouriſhing of Peace, and the Equallities 
on every hand, in Matters of Advantage, Liberty, Religion and 
Trade. 

I am very ſenlible, all Coalltions without this, will render the 
Union ſtill imperfe& and inefteQual : the Union will never have its 
full PerfeRtion of Extent, nor will either Nation rear the Benefir 
of it, till it becomes a Union of Aﬀe&tion, and « Union of Intcreſt, 
This is my Buſineſs, and let the Enemies of GOD aud the Na. 
tion's Peace, be as angry as they pleaſe, this is what I ſhall purſuz 
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